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From the Careers team we hope you’ve had a 
great summer and we would like to wish all of 
our students the very best as they head towards 
the final stages of their time at Aquinas College! 
This is the first edition of the parents and carers 
newsletter for this academic year! You should 
expect a newsletter featuring information, news 
and relevant career opportunities to help you 
better equip yourself to understand potential 
career options to assist your son/daughter. 

With increasing pressures from the World today, 
it seems young people (and yourselves!) are faced 
with progression options that have become more 
challenging, so the importance of high quality, 
impartial careers information, advice and guidance 
is critical in helping young people make the best 
career choices.

At Aquinas the Careers Service aims to provide 
students with a professional and impartial advice 
and guidance service accessible for all.  

The Careers Service is made up of experienced 
members of staff, dedicated to de-mystifying career 
choices and helping students realise their potential 
opportunities open to them after Aquinas. We 
are available throughout the academic year. The 
service is flexible and accessible through one to 
one booked appointments or drop-in sessions and 
we are available through social media, telephone 
and email. All students have been given careers 
information regarding options after completing 
their Aquinas studies through the tutorial 
programme.

The service is available to all students, 
parents and carers. If you have any questions 
regarding our service or career decisions for 
all students and for more information, please 
follow our Twitter page @Aquinascareers or 
email careers@aquinas.ac.uk.

Unifrog
Unifrog was first introduced to students 
last year. It is an online package to help 
students research potential opportunities 
– both at University, school leaver 
programmes and apprenticeships.  Every 
student has been given log in details 
during their induction week. Employability 
has been a major buzzword in recent 
years to describe the desirable soft skills 
employers are demanding. To stand out 
from the crowd, especially in a competitive 
career we have invested in Unifrog to 
help students realise the importance of 
skills involving: independence, leadership, 
team working, resilience and analysis. 
We encourage all students to complete 
the employability skills section and give 
good examples from either in or outside of 
College  – the more the better!
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Post-Aquinas options
Due to the volume of applications and new 
procedures we need to complete, we have asked 
students to submit their completed application 
by 1st December to their Senior Tutor. This 
should then give us time to process it before the 
UCAS deadline, Sunday 15th January 2017.

N.B. Some Universities may ask you to attend 
a University interview. All students should 
speak to Careers for additional guidance 
which could involve practice sessions 
covering potential questions and tasks.

Apprenticeships – Vacancies are ongoing 
throughout the year however students should be 
mindful larger companies may have recruitment 
times a year before start dates. Some may be 
recruiting now for a September 2017 start! 
Students who are interested (who may or may not 
be decided yet) in applying for an apprenticeship 
opportunity should be registered with the National 
Apprenticeship website. The Apprenticeship Store, 
based at Grand Central in Stockport is open to the 
public and can offer further assistance to register 
and apply for apprenticeship opportunities. 

We have arranged a session over this first term, 
for all the upper sixth students to attend ‘The 
Apprenticeship Store’. Degree Apprenticeships are 
starting to become available in various sectors. 
Students interested in an Apprenticeship in 
Accounting, Business, Media or Customer Service 
have had the opportunity to apply early and attend 
‘The Apprentice Academy’ fast-track assessment 
day in College. By March they may have secured 
an apprenticeship starting in the summer, leaving 
them time to focus on their exams in May/June. 
Another assessment day will take place in Match

Resources and Career 
books in College!
The Aquinas Careers Service provision extends 
further through the Careers section of the College 
Moodle system and through our social media 
twitter page, regularly posting key dates to beware 
of and career opportunities for all students. Our 
fully stocked Careers area in College helps all of 
our students broaden their horizons by being able 
to gain access to resources - all careers related. We 
have resources available with a focus on admission 
tests for Oxford and Cambridge (Oxbridge) Medics, 
Law and anyone thinking of going into teaching – 
latest resources available to help all students. 

The Careers Service is for everyone – all of our 
students, parents and carers. We encourage all to 
gain from our highly qualified, personal guidance 
as much as possible.

See you soon! 
The Careers team!

Did you know? There is a wealth of student 
opportunities! From Apprenticeships to University 
courses, there is something for everyone! Students 
could start an apprenticeship which could lead 
onto a Degree course, or they could apply for a 
Degree Apprenticeship straightaway (e.g. see MMU 
Chartered Management Degree Apprenticeship). 
Sponsored Degrees are opportunities for students 
to seek sponsorship from companies who will fund 
their student tuition/loans for the duration of their 
course! A quick Google search will give you an idea 
of the scope on offer but please get in touch with 
Careers if you would like more information! 
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Careers Education Programme

upper  Sixth

Autumn Term
Focus on University Applications – completing personal statement 
and sending application to UCAS. 

• General College deadline 1st December
• Medics, Dentistry and Vets – College deadline 18th September.

Visits from Universities to support personal statement writing.
Presentations from Student Finance.
Visits from employers offering Degree level apprenticeships.
Visit to The Apprentice Store in Stockport
Fast Track Assessment days for students interested in gaining an 
apprenticeship with The Apprentice Academy
Vision Programme for students who are still unsure what to pro-
gress onto After Aquinas. 
Completion of Career Plan

Spring Term
UCAS Deadline 15th January.
Tutorial – Student Finance, UCAS Track and UCAS Extra.
Student Finance Applications to be made.
Training Provider Visit.
Fast Track Assessment Day – The Apprentice Academy. 
Information about Clearing and what happens on results day. 
Completion of Career Plan


