AQUINAS COLLEGE

TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMITTEE

    Date: 7 February 2017
   Time: 4.30pm

 Venue: The College
GOVERNORS PRESENT 

Dr P Beatty, Mr B Hickey, Cllr T McGee, Dr A Smith and Mr D Pearson. 

In attendance:  Ms C Vitti (Vice Principal)

Dr P Beatty in the Chair

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Mr C Broda, Mr D Hodson and            Mr A Martin.

2.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Governors and Staff were asked to declare any interest, which they may have in any of the items on the Agenda for this meeting. No interests were declared. 

3.
COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2016 copies of which had been circulated previously be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record. 

4.
INSPECTION FEEDBACK

Mr Pearson advised Governors that he had received the draft Inspection Report for checking for factual accuracy, and he had hoped that the final report would have been available this week. The inspection team consisted of 2 Ofsted Inspectors and 2 HMI. There had been no specific lines of enquiry, the inspection was carried out in accordance with the Inspection Framework to see if progress had been made since the last inspection. The report concluded that the college is still a good provider and that safeguarding is still effective and that the college has made good progress since the last inspection. If this had not been the case it would have triggered a full inspection. The inspectors were also complimentary about the progress that the college has made since the last inspection.

Mr Pearson advised Governors that he made a presentation to the inspectors and that they carried out classroom observations. Cllr McGee advised Governors that at the time of the Inspection he was on holiday in India. However, he had a telephone conversation with one of the Inspectors 

Dr Smith had attended the feedback session after the inspection and reported that the inspectors were extremely positive about governance at the college but felt that Governors should challenge the Principal and senior leaders more. They acknowledged that Governors were aware of the areas where progress needs to be more effective and that senior leaders are challenged on those areas that are under performing. He added that a major feature was the support given to students.


Cllr McGee thanked everyone that had been involved in the inspection process including Governors who had attended at very short notice.


Mr Pearson undertook to circulate the final report to Governors once it had been received in college.


Cllr McGee left the meeting at this point.

5.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
            a) Results in a Graph format - Minute 6 

Mr Pearson circulated an example of the way in which the results could be presented in a graph          format. The example covered the period 2010 – 2016 and showed a 10 point scale across 4 grades. It was agreed that the Alps data would be provided in a booklet for the October meeting.

Ms Vitti advised Governors that there were more grades at 2+ moving towards 1 and fewer in grade 3.

           b) Assuring Quality – Minute 8 Quality Cycle 2016-17

i)Ms Vitti circulated two papers covering a) Curriculum SAR Grades for 2016/2017 and b) the    Quality Review cycle for 2016/2017. 

The Quality Review cycle gave an overview of the process and highlighted new areas that had not previously been included. It also highlighted areas that had been moved to a different time in the cycle. Dr Beatty asked how do staff feel about students being asked for their views on staff. Ms Vitti replied that it was a standard part of the information gathering but it needs to be carefully managed.

Dr Beatty thanked Ms Vitti for the information, he felt it was important that members of the committee understood the process before reporting to the Governing Body. 

ii) Dr Smith asked if any progress had been made on the possibility of changing the timetable if students are only in college for 4 days. Mr Pearson advised Governors that he had looked at timetable from other colleges to see how they managed.  He felt that to reduce the number of teaching blocks would be a backward step. The timetable would try to avoid students coming in for only one lesson in a day. He had decided to stay with the current timetable arrangements but to look at individual students who only had one subject in one day.

Dr Smith added that a timetable would try to give students free time at the beginning or end of the day.  

6.        CURRICULUM ISSUES
a) Mr Pearson advised Governors that from September 2017 Archaeology would no longer be offered, but there will be one year left for students complete their course of study. 

b) The results in Philosophy have been variable and staff have visited Oldham Sixth Form College and Winstanley Sixth Form College to try and understand why this was the case. 

Dr Smith added that there had been problems with examination boards and examinations despite the college having good teachers. Mr Pearson said a decision on whether or not to continue to offer Philosophy had not yet been made.
7.        COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE

A copy of the Committee's Terms of Reference had been circulated to all members prior to the 
meeting. The Chairperson asked member to review the Committee's Terms of Reference and to 
let the Clerk to the Governors have any suggested changes. Any proposed changes will be 
considered at the next meeting.

8.        ANY OTHER BUSINESS
          There was no Any Other Business.

9.        DATE OF NEXT MEETING
          13 June 2017 at 4.30pm

